A “BACK TO BASICS” APPROACH TO REDUCE ED MEDICATION ERRORS

This article, Is a quasi-experimental research, designed by experienced nurses who are expertise in the medication administration process. The research is limited to patient on admission and ED(Emergency department) patient. The purpose of the study is to reduce medication errors in the emergency department by identifying causes of errors and reinforcing basic medication administration procedures to reduce the errors and as a result keep the client safe. 

Initially, the contributing factor identified is ED overcrowding and lack of medication knowledge by chronically ill patient.  However, analyst found that the majority of medication errors occurred because nurses did not comply with basic medication administration principles. A 3-month educational intervention using a single group nonrandomized, comparing Pre-post outcome variables were adopted. The three measures used were:  knowledge of medication procedures, behaviours reflecting and medication administration errors. The educational program is titled “Preventing Medication and IV Administration Errors”. Consequently, the overall result shows that despite the awareness of the basic principles of medication administration there is little changes in the nurse’s behaviours.

As advocates for patient safety, nurses must continuously remind themselves that, they cannot be too busy, must keep patient safe, go back to basics, slow down and use correct medication administration procedure.
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